
Syllabus for HUM 395 

The Medieval Imagination of C. S. Lewis: Reason and Faith in the 

Space Trilogy 

 

 
I.            General Information 

 

Instructor: Dr. Bret Saunders  E-mail:      bsaunders@jwc.edu  

Office Hours: T/Th: 3:00-4:00pm   

Office Phone: (605) 342-0317  Office:   John Witherspoon College Annex, 1900 

Evergreen Drive 

Semester: Jan 2018   Schedule:    M - F, 1:00 – 5:00 pm  

Credits:  3    Classroom:  Veritas Room, JWC Main Campus 

 

 

II. Course Introduction 

 

Best known as the author of classics such as Mere Christianity, The Great Divorce, and The 

Chronicles of Narnia, C. S. Lewis has been loved for generations as a creative and articulate apologist for 

the Christian faith. But readers don’t often try to pin down either the nature or the source of Lewis’s enduring 

genius. What, beyond a passionate personal commitment to God, are the qualities that distinguish him from 

the shallow and tepid moralism that characterizes so much Christian writing today? This course will seek an 

answer in terms of what Clyde Kilby called the “two qualities” with which Lewis was remarkably gifted: “a 

deep and vivid imagination and . . . a profoundly analytical mind.”  

 But we will also be interested in a related question: how and why did medieval cosmology influence 

Lewis’s worldview? Throughout his university career, he returned repeatedly to teach and write on medieval 

classics such as Spenser’s Faerie Queen, Dante’s Divine Comedy, the Romance of the Rose, Beowulf, and 

others. Medieval themes, scenery, and symbols fill his fiction, especially The Chronicles of Narnia, as 

Michael Ward has shown in Planet Narnia. However, the less well-known Space Trilogy bears even stronger 

witness to the deep influence of medieval cosmology in Lewis’s thought. 

  In answering both these questions, the course will focus on the Space Trilogy, portions of Mere 

Christianity, and selections from several other works as we seek to understand Lewis’s influences and craft, 

and as we ask what it would take to raise up the C. S. Lewises of the future. Along the way we engage with 

some themes central to Lewis’s medieval Christian vision: the nature of masculine and feminine as created 

and woven into the cosmos; the nature of (true) love and knowledge; the way sin distorts nature while grace 

corrects and glorifies it; the way the cosmos shows the energy and logos of the Creator.  

 

 

III. Course Description  

 

A study of the influences and thought of C. S. Lewis, with special attention to how the Medieval worldview 

shaped his imagination, apologetics, and vision of “mere Christianity.” 

 

IV. Course Objectives and Learning Outcomes 

 

The students who successfully complete this course will be able to competently: 

 

1. Understand Clyde Kilby’s “two qualities” and identify them throughout the readings. 

2. Understand and explain the significance of the medieval cosmos to Lewis’s worldview and writing. 

3. Understand and explain the medieval view of sanctification and Natural Law as expressed in Mere 

Christianity. 

4. Develop some tentative conclusions about the proper relationship between science and the humanities, 
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technology and human nature—under the guidance of Lewis’s medieval worldview as depicted in the 

Space Trilogy. 

 
 

These course objectives and outcomes require critical thinking, which is one of JWC’s institutional 

objectives. They also fulfill the program goals of the Humanities and Christian Studies programs, such as 

“leadership development in the classical tradition based on wide-ranging knowledge of Western culture and 

literature.”  

 

V. Course Instructor 

 

Dr. Saunders is Director of the Humanities Program and Associate Professor of Humanities. He holds the 

BA in Liberal Arts and Culture from New Saint Andrews College and the Ph.D. in Philosophy from the 

Institute of Philosophic Studies at the University of Dallas. His research interests lie at the intersection of 

literature and philosophy. He has taught humanities at JWC since 2012. Previously he taught Writing 

Principles and Philosophy at the University of Dallas. 

 

VI. Prerequisites  

 

There are no prerequisites for this course. 

 

 

VII. Required Texts/Resources  

 

Mere Christianity. San Francisco: Harper Collins, 2001. ISBN: 0060652926 

 

Out of the Silent Planet. New York, NY: Scribner Classics, 1996. ISBN: 0684833646 

 

Perelandra. New York, NY: Scribner Classics, 1996. ISBN: 0684833654 

 

That Hideous Strength. New York, NY: Scribner Classics, 1996. ISBN: 0684833670 

 

Note: Because of the intensity of the course, it is strongly recommended students do most, or at least half, 

of the reading before the course begins.  

 

 

VIII. Recommended Resources 

 

The Chronicles of Narnia 

 

IX. Learning Resources 

 

For current JWC library hours, see the JWC web site. For a full listing of learning resources, see the references 

given in the General Catalogue, or contact the Director of Learning Resources.  
 

X. Instruction 

 

Instruction will consist of lectures, directed seminar discussions, and other coursework. 

 

XI. Evaluation 

 

1) Participation means informed engagement in discussions and gracious critical interaction you’re your 

colleagues. You are required to have an opinion. The best way to prepare to participate is to 1) read 

fully and thoroughly; 2) come to class 3) answer the reading questions well, as follows: For each day’s 

reading you will receive. (1-4 sentences depending on the question; typed or written) and bring your 

answers to class on Thursday. A good answer is direct and supported/explained (e.g., “yes, because . . . 
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”). A good answer employs careful word choice, accurate generalization, concreteness. A good answer 

is not vague and impressionistic but is based on thoughtful reading and clear thinking to the best of 

your ability. As we discuss in class you should take notes correct or expand your answers. Then, when 

you go home after Thursday class, incorporate those corrections/expansions into your original 

answer but always trying to answer in your own words based on genuine understanding, rather than 

parroting what the instructor or someone else said. Your attention to the reading questions will both 

enhance your ability to participate and prepare you for the final exam. 

2) Short Essay. There may be several short essays required, to be read by you to the class. 

3)  Readings: Students will be asked weekly whether they did the readings for each day. A “yes” 

indicates the student made a sincere effort to get the gist of every page. If the answer is “no,” student 

should be prepared give a good-faith estimate of the % completed. This estimate need not be 

numerically precise.  

4) There will be several reading quizzes to test reading comprehension for the week’s reading. They are 

described further in the Schedule. 

5) A final essay is due at the last regular class period on a topic/theme/text from the course. The essay 

should also take into account conclusions reached about the text(s) it treats, while not parroting those 

conclusions but also exploring new ground. The length of the final essay is 1,200 words, not including 

front matter or notes. MLA style citation is preferred. All essays will be double-spaced in 12 pt., 

Palatino Linotype font.  

 

Final grade is determined as follows: 

 

Participation:   20% 

Reading Completion:  30% 

Quizzes:   15% 

Short Essays:   15% 

Final Essay:    20% 

 

 

XII. John Witherspoon College Course Policies 

 

Academic Honesty. Cheating and plagiarism are serious offenses and will be dealt with accordingly.  Students 

are expected to do their own work except as specified for group projects. Instructors will withhold credit for 

any work that shows evidence of plagiarism or other forms of cheating. They will report the names of students 

who violate standards of academic honesty to the Chief Academic Officer (CAO).  The CAO will counsel 

student(s) and place him/her/them on disciplinary probation. A student found guilty of plagiarizing or 

cheating a second time will meet with the President of the college and will be suspended or expelled. For 

more information, see the “academic integrity” statement listed in the Student Handbook. 

 

Accommodations for Disabilities. Any student seeking an accommodation under the Americans with 

Disabilities Act should contact the instructor at the earliest opportunity.   

  

Inclement Weather. In the event of inclement weather or other situations that may cause school closure, 

consult local media outlets to determine whether classes will be held.   

 

Christ-Centered. One of the core tenets of John Witherspoon College is Christ-Centered.  We exist to equip 

students to serve Christ and the world.  Our mission begins in the classroom where instructors and students 

encourage and support one another to be salt and light in the world.  Every student deserves a nurturing and 

supportive environment in the classroom. Harassment in any form will not be tolerated. Victims of 

harassment should report it to the instructor or the Chief Academic Officer (CAO).  Instructors and CAO will 

individually counsel those involved.  Students who persist in inappropriate behavior towards school officials 

or fellow students will meet with the college President and will be subject to suspension or expulsion. 

 

Salt and Light. Students are reminded that John Witherspoon College is a Christian institution.  Its reputation 

in the community depends entirely on the behavior of faculty, staff and students.  Whether you are on campus 

or off, remember that you represent Christ and your college. “Whether therefore you eat, or drink, or whatever 



 

John Witherspoon College 

HUM 395 – Saunders 

4 

you do, do all to the glory of God.” (I Corinthians 10:31). Students who persist in behavior in their personal 

life that dishonors God or the college will be subject to suspension or expulsion.  

 

Credit-Hours and General Workload Expectations 

(Note: Bold entries indicate JWC preferred format. Certain numbers may vary. See “Course Delivery 

Format” for more information on meetings and sessions.) 

 
Credits 1 2 3 4 

Sessions/Semester 15 30 15 45 30 15 60 30 

Sessions/Wk 1 2 1 3 2 1 4 2 

Session Duration (min) 50 50 100 50 75 150 50 100 

Meetings/Semester 15 30 30 45 30 30 60 30 

Meetings/Wk 1 2 2 3 2 2/3 4 4 

Meeting Duration (min) 50 50 50 50 75 50 50 50 

Total Actual Time/Semstr (hrs) 12.5 25 37.5 50 

Homework Time/Wk (hrs) 1.67 3.33 5 6.67 

Homework Time/Semstr (hrs) 25 50 75 100 

Total Time Requirement (hrs) 37.5 75 112.5 150 

Typical Session Schedule Varies T/Th or M/W M/W/F T/Th Varies M-Th T/Th or 

M/W 

Typ Reading Req/Semstr (pgs) 300 600 900 1200 

Avg Pages/Wk  20 40 60 80 

 

Grading Scale 

A . . . . . . . . . . 93–100  D . . . . . . . . . .  70–77 

B . . . . . . . . . . 86–92   F . . . . . . . . . .  69 and below 

C . . . . . . . . . . 78–85 

 

XIII. Course-Specific Policies 

 

Attendance Policy 

 

Students are allowed two absences for acceptable reasons such as illness, injury, or family emergency, 

which must be demonstrated by a doctor’s note or other documentation.  Any further absences will lower 

the students final grade by half a letter for each absence.  Students must advise me of their absence before 

class if the absence was foreseen.  Make-up work may be required to compensate for any absence.  

Tardiness will negatively affect the participation grade. 

 

In the event that the instructor needs to cancel class he/she will call or e-mail you at least 15 minutes prior 

to the start of class.  Class is automatically canceled if an instructor does not appear within the first 15 

minutes of the scheduled class start time. 

 

 Classroom Policies 

 

  The discipline of careful academic study in the context of the university requires us to observe the 

following manners out of respect for the instructor and fellow students: dress appropriately for the 

seriousness of the task at hand; be on time for class – a few minutes early is best; phones should be silent 

and put away during class; no coming and going during class except for emergencies. Drinks are allowed in 

the classroom but no food, even if carried on classy plateware.   

 

 Technology: Cell phones, smart phones, or laptops must not be used in class except in case of emergency.  

 

 Late Work: Coursework is due at the end of class on the day for which they are assigned.  If turned in after 

class on the due day, an assignment will be marked down a half letter grade.  If it is turned in after the day 

it is due, it will be marked down a full letter grade for each calendar day (not class day) that it is late. All 

late work should be turned in as a Word attachment (.docx preferred, .doc and .pdf acceptable) to my e-

mail, so the time of submission is traceable.   
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XIV. JWC Course Delivery Format  

 

Basic Delivery Format. John Witherspoon College courses follow a 16-week semester, which includes exam 

week and regular vacations (Thanksgiving/Spring Break). As such, and due to federal credit-hour 

requirements, JWC courses follow a 30-meeting format, with each meeting typically consisting of a 75-

minute period of class time (lecturing, testing, etc.). Exam week occupies the last two-meetings, leaving 28 

meetings for lecturing, midterm exams, or additional class requirements. Depending on the schedule, multiple 

meetings are grouped together into sessions so that students do not have to gather as often and travel as far.  

Consult the General Catalogue for more information on credit-hours and class loads.  

Consult the Academic Calendar for more information on vacations and examination week.  

 

Lecture Format. Due to course formatting and the required availability of JWC courses to its extension sites, 

JWC courses typically organize its main lecture material into 24 segments (leaving the other 6 meetings for 

exam week, midterms, miscellaneous holidays, miscellaneous projects and assignments, etc.). This allows 

for consistency across courses and professors, sets clearer expectations for students, and assists in 

institutional self-assessment.  

 

Format Summaries. There are four major course formats, depending on the delivery options and course 

schedule (see “General Information” above in this syllabus to see what format is being followed): 

 

1. Regular 30-Session Residential Format. This format is for students of the main campus who meet 

regularly twice a week during a normal Fall/Spring semester. The last two 75-minute meeting slots are 

occupied by exam week.  

2. Weekly 15-Session Residential Format. This format is for students of the main campus who meet 

regularly once a week during a normal Fall/Spring semester. Each weekly session is divided into either 

two 75-minute meetings or three 50-minute meetings. The last session of the course is occupied by exam 

week. 

3. Teaching-Site Hybrid Format. This format is for our off-campus teaching-site students. The course is 

divided up into six major segments: A live video-conference introduction, a period of distance education, 

an on-site weekend intensive, a second period of distance education, a final live video-conference 

closing, and then exam week. The required 30 75-minute virtual and residential “meetings” are divided 

up into the six segments: 

a. Live Video-Conference Introduction (Virtual Meetings 1-2). The course begins with a single, 

live video-conference session compromised of two 75-minute lectures to introduce students to 

the course. This gives students an opportunity to ask basic questions about the class, syllabus, 

and weeks ahead.  

b. Distance Education (Virtual Meetings 3-9). For the next several weeks, students complete 

homework assignments and listen to 7 pre-recorded audio lectures by the professor—or, if the 

professor chooses, 7 live video-conferences—until midterm. Additionally, as with any class, 

students are free to interact with the professor via email during the entire course. (Note: In the 

case of live-video sessions, the class may or may not overlap with the same course offered 

simultaneously on the main campus.) 

c. Teaching-Site Weekend Intensive (Residential Meetings 10-19). The center and highlight of the 

class is the on-site residential intensive, where the professor visits the teaching site to give 10 

75-minute lectures—3 Friday night and 7 Saturday morning/afternoon.  

d. Distance Education (Virtual Meetings 20-26). Same as above, continuing from where the 

weekend-intensive left off. 

e. Live Video-Conference Closing (Virtual Meetings 27-28). Same as above, only it wraps up the 

course instead of introducing it.  

f. Exam Week (Virtual Meetings 29-30). Professors who choose to have a hybrid final exam must 

coordinate with the teaching-site adjunct/contact to ensure that a proctor is present for the 

exams.  

4. January Term Format (Two-Week Intensive). Students meet Monday-Thursday during the January term 

for two weeks, which contains 30 75-minute meetings. The last day of class is the final examination, 

which comprises a single 150 minute session.   
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XV. Course Schedule (All faculty have the right to alter the schedule at any time) - TBD 

 


